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08
th

 September 2020 

 

Dear friends, 

 

You will recall that the Council had expressed its strong reservations on the interpretation given by 

the Registrar of Companies and/or the local authorities to the following part of GN 252 of 2020 as 

including barristers: “Business and/or Management Consultancy or Professional Service (Including 

medical and paramedical practitioners and opticians” 

 

The Council made representations to the Attorney General and to the Prime Minister regarding this 

matter. 

 

Representations were also sent to the Ministry of Finance in the context of the 2019/2020 Pre-budget 

consultations. 

 

A meeting has also been organized with the Registrar of Companies to discuss the issue. 

 

The Council’s requests have not been entertained so far. 

 

Meanwhile, the Council had sought the opinions of Me Desire Basset QC, Me Patrice de Speville SC 

and Me Herve Duval SC on this matter. The majority opinion is that the imposition of the trade 

licence fees violates the principle of an independent bar and should be resisted.  

 

Therefore the Council is formally objecting to the imposition of trade licence fees on Barristers. 

 

You will find annexed a letter sent to the Registrar of Companies in that context. 

 

 

 

Regards 

 

Varuna R. Bunwaree Goburdhun 

Secretary of the Bar Council 
 






